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NOTE: APPLICATION  MUST BE SIGNED BY COUNTY PRESIDENT TO BE VALID

I.
PURPOSE - Each year the State Young Farmers Committee, along with the Young Farmers Division, sponsors the Outstanding Young Farm Family program in order to recognize young farm families and farmers between the ages of 18 and 35 who are doing an outstanding job in their farm, home and commodity activities, and to promote a better understanding of agriculture with the urban populace.  Alfa Farmers and county commodity divisions also assist in the selection and honoring of the young farmers and farm families on the county level.

II.     PLAN - Each county Farmers Federation may nominate one outstanding young farmer or farm family in each of the following commodity areas: bee & honey, beef, catfish, cotton, dairy, equine,  forestry, greenhouse nursery & sod, hay & forage, horticulture, meat goat & sheep, peanut, pork, poultry, soybean, wheat & feed grain, and wildlife resources. Seventeen commodity winners will be selected at the Alabama Young Farmers Leadership Conference. Each commodity winner will receive a plaque and a $200 cash award.  From the 17 commodity divisions, six finalists will be selected. An overall winner will be chosen from these six and announced at the Alabama Farmers Federation Annual Meeting. A previous state commodity winner may compete again the following year.  An overall state winner is not eligible to compete again.  

III.
RULES

1. The participant must be a member of Alabama Farmers Federation. Membership #      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
           
2. 
The owner-operator must be between 18 and 35 years of age by January 31, 2013.  (May be single or married.) Individual or    
spouse shall not have reached their 36th birthday by January 31st after the AFBF Annual Convention at which the national 
competitive event will be held following the year of the contest. If spouse is over 35 years of age, the applicant must apply as an 
individual.

    
3. 
The participant must derive a major portion of his income from farming.

    
4. 
The participant may not enter more than two commodity divisions per year.

    
5. 
A completed entry form must be sent to the Alabama Farmers Federation office.  (See application)

6.
 Expenses of each county nominee sent to the state recognition program will be paid by the county Farmers Federation. 
 (Based on county policy.) 

7. Competitors must be members in good standing with their county Farmers Federation and shall be an individual or a married couple (husband & wife).

8. The American Farm Bureau YF&R Achievement Award recognizes both husband and wife in this competitive event.  This is derived from the names on the applicant line. If the applicant is married, but only one of the partners is eligible, do not include any details concerning the spouse.  Each state may submit one entry to be considered for national recognition.  Applications of each state winner must be submitted using the AFBF entry form and application.


To be eligible, this application must be completed, signed by nominee and county president, and returned to: Director, Young Farmers Division, Alabama Farmers Federation, P.O. Box 11000, Montgomery, AL 36191-0001.  Applications must be received by January 25, 2012.  In completing this form, please print or type.  To qualify for the state program, the nominee must be certified by the county Farmers Federation.  By signing below, you agree that all facts included in this application are true and can be used for publication EXCEPT THE NET WORTH STATEMENT WHICH WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL.
Applicant(s)______________________________________________
County President____________________________________

County                                  


Please select the Commodity Division(s) you are competing in: 



County                                  

(You may enter up to a maximum of 2 Commodity Divisions per year.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Bee & Honey

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Beef

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Catfish

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Cotton

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Dairy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Equine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Forestry

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Greenhouse, Nursery & Sod

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Hay & Forage

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Horticulture

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Meat Goat & Sheep

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Peanut

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Pork

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Poultry

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Soybean

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Wheat & Feed Grains

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Wildlife Resources

I.
PERSONAL INFORMATION
Name                                                                                    


   
Date of Birth                                       

Spouse's Name                                                                         


Date of Birth     


                     

Alabama Farmers Federation Membership #      

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
     

 FORMTEXT 
        Email Address      





Address                                                                                                                                             



 
City                                                   

  State                
  Zip               Phone (        
)     

        

Names and ages of Children:

Boy(s)                                                   

   Age           Girl(s)                                                               Age          
                                                   

   Age       
                                                                     Age             
                                                  

   Age       
                                                                     Age                       
Educational Background of Nominee
	     


II.
PROGRESS IN AGRICULTURAL CAREER
A.
General Information on Total Farm Operation.

Number of years an actual farm operator                   Percentage of total annual income earned from farming       %

Number of days per year in "off the farm" employment      
Number of hours per week in off the farm employment              
B.
Farming Status (Please Check all that apply)

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Owner            FORMCHECKBOX 
 Renter           FORMCHECKBOX 
 Combination   

  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Partnership    FORMCHECKBOX 
Corporation    FORMCHECKBOX 
Independent

          
 
       

      Operator 


Number of Full-time employees           

 
Number of Part-time employees      


If partnership or corporation, give specific responsibilities:
	     



Total acres planted         Acres Owned        Acres Tillable        CRP Acres         

Acres Grazing          Acres Rented from Others         Acres Rented to Others            

C.
List goals or objectives for production efficiency developed by the applicant in improving the quality of the farming program such as: yield per acre, rank with other poultry producers, ratio of pounds of feed to pounds of gain, cost per 100 pounds of gain, pounds of butterfat per cow, efficient land use, acreage increases.





SPECIFIC GOALS, OBJECTIVES AND ACHIEVEMENT GAINED

	BEGINNING GOALS
	CURRENT ACHIEVEMENT
	CURRENT GOALS

	     
	     
	     



III.
 PROGRESS OF OPERATION  



A.
Indicate plans for future expansion, improvements or changes in your agricultural operation.

	     


B.
Indicate major problems connected with your operation that you have overcome or solved.

	     


C. Please list and explain major agricultural machinery and buildings built or devised by the applicant during the years you have been farming.  

	     


D.  What are your leadership goals for the next five years:

	     



IV.   APPLICANT'S FINANCIAL STATEMENT


Financial information is held confidential and will be separated from others who may see your information. Information will be 
shredded at the end of the contest.  Your accountant will be a great help in obtaining accurate information on your portion of the 
operation.   Please list Current Value of JUST YOUR SHARE:








Year Started Full-Time
Previous Year
Current Year

Farming

1.
Value of Land, Buildings, and Other Improvements


$     

$     

$     
2.
Value of Machinery and Equipment



$     

$     
     
$      
3.
Value of Livestock





$     

$     

$     



4.
Value of Crops and Supplies on Hand



$     

$     
 
$         
5.
Value of Other Assets





$     

$     

$     
6.
Non-farm Real Estate





$     

$     
 
$       
7. Cash, Stock, Bonds, Cash Value of Life Insurance


(Not Face Value of policy)


Household Furnishings, other Personal Assets


$     

$     

$     




TOTAL ASSETS



$     

$     
   
$              


LIABILITIES            
a. Current liabilities (less than one year)


$     
$     
$     


b. Intermediate Liabilities (1-7 years)


$     
$     
$     


c. Long Term Liabilities (8 years and up)


$     
$     
$     




Total Liabilities


$     
$     
$     






NET WORTH



$     
$     
$       

           ______________________________________________






Banker/Loan Officer/or Tax Accountant Signature
8. How was your agricultural operation acquired? Indicate, in narrative form, what portion of your operation was purchased or personally earned, acquired through inheritance, through partnership conversion, rental, contract or management arrangement. 

	     



V.
LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE  NOTE: This applies to you and your spouse, if married and applying as a married couple.       

Please indicate “Husband” (H) and “Wife” (W) when applicable.


A.
List leadership roles you and your spouse have fulfilled in Farm Bureau indicating service on committees, boards or as officers.


COUNTY FARMERS FEDERATION
YEAR(S)

	
     
	
     


                        STATE FARMERS FEDERATION
YEAR(S)

	
     
	
     



  
B.
Other agricultural leadership positions held by you and your spouse such as Farm Credit, Soil Conservation, REC, FSA or other farm cooperatives.  

ORGANIZATION
LEADERSHIP ROLE
	
     
	
     


C. Community and Service Programs participated in by you and your spouse and leadership given.  (Civic and service clubs, church, school, volunteer leadership, etc.)


ORGANIZATION
LEADERSHIP ROLE

	
     
	
     




D.
List significant offices held or awards achieved, while participating in youth organizations. 


ORGANIZATION
LEADERSHIP ROLE

	
     
	
     


E.  Please use this space to describe any other aspects of your operation you would like the judges to know about. 
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